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7.4in. x 0.1in.The West African country of Mali is mired in
overlapping crises. A military coup overthrew Malis
democratically elected government in March 2012 and
insurgent groups seized its vast and sparsely populated
northern territory. Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), a
regional criminal-terrorist network and U. S. -designated
Foreign Terrorist Organization, has expanded its presence in
the north, along with two other radical Islamist organizations
and the remnants of an ethnic Tuareg separatist group. The
factors that drove these developments were complex; among
them was the collapse of Muammar al Qadhafis regime in
Libya, which sparked the return of Tuareg combatants to Mali
and a reported surge in regional weapons flows. Congress
influences U. S. policy toward Mali through the authorization
and appropriation of foreign aid and through its oversight
activities. The prospect of an expanded safe-haven for AQIM
and other extremists and criminal actors in Mali is a principal
concern of U. S. policymakers, as it presents a serious threat to
regional security and, potentially, to Western targets and
interests in the region. The United States and other
international actors...
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